	
	Weak

(1-3)
	Limited

(3.5-5)
	Fair

(5.5-6.5)


	Strong

(7-8)
	Superior

(8.5-10)

	Content

(10)
	Topic/issue/position not identified
No reference/quote
Info is not relevant/ off-topic

No support or explanation for any points made
	Details appear to link to a topic

Have quotes/ don’t fit

References not explained

Ideas are jumbled

Details seem random

Low quality/quantity

	Details point to or elaborate upon central idea/purpose

somewhat

Quote/reference
somewhat linked 
Fair quality and quantity of ideas
	Details are clear and fit together to clearly express central idea and achieve purpose
Effective elaboration of points

Quote/reference is
well-integrated
	Skillful integration of quote and /or reference
All details support position and clearly support central idea and purpose
Exceptional quantity and quality of ideas

	Organization

(10)
*see note*
	Purpose of speech not stated
No apparent intro or closing 

No greeting, hook, clincher, or use of Details have no pattern of organization
	Intro/closing are weak No hook/clincher

Confusing or inappropriate transitions

Unclear or missing arguments/ main ideas in Body paragraphs

	Purpose is somewhat

clear 

Hook/clincher are weak 

Some transitions of decent quality; inconsistent observance of speech organization format
	Clear purpose; good intro and close

Good topic and closing sentences

Good transitions 

Decent hook/clincher

Clear main ideas/ arguments in Body paragraphs; 
	Purpose is crystalline

Persuasive hook/clinch

Excellent transitions

Intro captures interest Closing makes impact

Details highly organized/connected;

Close adherence to speech organization

	Style

(10)
*see note*
	Language choices are inappropriate for identified Writing Variables
Repetitive, jumbled words; limited vocab.

Weak word choices
	Language choices sometimes suitable for identified Writing Variables

Wording unclear, informal & awkward

Boring hook/clinch 
	Language choices are generally suitable for the identified Writing Variables

Average vocabulary

Adequate hook/clinch

Wording fairly clear
	Language choices clearly communicate Idea and Purpose for the Audience and suit the context

Vocab is varied, phrasing is clear
	Language choices expertly express idea and achieve purpose for Audience Sophisticated vocab

Persuasive language

Strong phrasing

Powerful/effective hook/clincher

Creative word choices

	Mechanics

(10)


	Mechanics so poor, they completely obscure (confuse) the ideas and their meaning
	Mechanical errors make it very difficult for reader to grasp ideas and their meaning
	Mechanical errors make comprehension

of ideas somewhat difficult
	Few mechanical errors

make ideas clear and understandable

Good flow of ideas
	Very few/no errors make ideas very clear

Excellent flow of thoughts not stopped by errors


Persuasive Speech Rubric
Speech Notes

Content:  students only need to make one reference to the booklet texts

Organization:  the speech does not have to be five paragraphs in length
Students should include, however:

An INTRO that begins with a greeting to their Audience and then follows with a clear statement of the Purpose of their speech.

A BODY that outlines the key issues/details and may be organized using one of the following models:

Compare/Contrast, Problem/Solution, Cause & Effect, Order of importance Listing, Chronological Order Discussion.
Conclusion should restate issue/idea/purpose

Style:  need not be as formal as an essay but probably not as purposely informal as some editorials;

Evaluator needs to determine if the word choices are appropriate for the student’s Audience and Purpose (ie) a speech to high school students VS a speech to a board of directors

Use of rhetorical questions, inspiring quotes and tempered passion/emotion are generally considered effective
