Sample Student Editorial
Using the assigned rubric, grade the following editorial piece for content, organization, style and mechanics.

Dream . . . and succeed
As the dreams of the New Year celebrations become a distant blur, it is perhaps time to re-evaluate what we hope to achieve for the year. Achieving our New Year's resolutions can be a difficult thing to do. Success is something that requires effort. Many people remain unsuccessful because they don't take the time to dream, or they fail to pursue their dreams. Those who dare to dream can dare to succeed because they now strive for new horizons. Dreams are the visions of what people want to achieve from life in their heartfelt wishes for a different tomorrow.

But dreams alone cannot bring success. They are the corner stones from which castles can be built. To succeed, the dream must be defined to lead to success. One such successful man who had a dream was Martin Luther King Jr. When in 1963, he delivered his famous "I have a dream" speech at the Washington Memorial, the Nobel Laureate stressed this key point of success. Although he did not realise it at the time, he played a major part in changing the social conscience of America irrevocably. It was his bold dream for a better future which inspired African Americans to fight for their civil rights. Through his actions we can see how King put his dream into effect and achieved his goals through determination.

Another determined man with a dream was Nelson Manuela. For many years he fought the South Africa government on issues such a Apartheid. He overcome much adversity along the way. In the words of the South African president in 1994, F. W. DeKlerk, "Mandela has walked a long road, and now stands at the top of the hill." During his struggle, Mandela spent twenty-eight years in jail. Without his dream of what South African society could become, his incarceration would have been difficult to endure.

But despite the success of these dreamers, having a dream alone is not enough to succeed. There is nothing more common than unfilled dreams. The difference between those who do succeed and those who just dream may be put down to two points. Firstly, dreams are big and vague and so can be difficult to achieve. Dreamers must remove some of the veils and mist surrounding dreams to succeed. By defining the dream and breaking it down into small, manageable goals along the way, a dreamer can see the road to success. Nelson Mandela realised that South African would into change over night, but rather that it could change slowly. His recognition of this was clear through his achievement of small successes which were all stepping stones to achieve his dream. Second, Mandela showed extraordinary patience and focus on each important step along the road to achieving his dreams.

Even when the dream is clear, there will be hurdles to overcome. This is why determination is the other major leg to win success. Without determination, even the clearest of dreams has little chance of being realised. After working her way up through the ranks, in 1979, Margaret Thatcher became the first female Prime Minister of Britain. Her determination throughout her life as a scholar and politician helped her achieve her dreams. This was clearly demonstrated by her handling of the 1982 Falkland Islands conflict, and her unstoppable belief in implementing her vision of what modern Britain could become. Thatcher succeeded by overcoming entrenched opposition. She achieved her dream though dogged determination.

These three examples of people with dreams have changed the world today. They each achieved their goals through defining their dream and following it all the way., regardless of the costs. This example will also work for every one of us who wants to achieve something. King, Mandela and Thatcher all demonstrate a model for success. This model will work for everyone who wants to succeed. The average person may not aspire to changing the world, rather they aim to change their own life in a positive way. They may dream of buying a car, or of owning a house. The model of how to achieve their dream still applies. By determining to save regularly that little bit extra, their dream will be achieved sooner than later. Dreaming is the beginning of the process and needs to be built on; otherwise nothing will come of the dream.

Although dreams are an important part of being successful, dreams alone are not enough. When defined and coupled with determination, the road to success becomes a far easier journey. Many men with visions can be incredibly successful. By daring to dream, we are taking that first important step along the way to success.
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